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Attendance and Absence Policies 
 
Attendance Policy 

The entire process of education requires a regular continuity of instruction, classroom 
participation, learning experiences, and study in order to reach the goal of maximum educational 
benefits for each individual child.  The regular contact of the students with one another in the 
classroom and their participation in instructional activities under the tutelage of a competent 
teacher are vital to this purpose.  This is an established principle of education that underlies and 
gives purpose to the requirement of compulsory schooling in this and every other state in the 
nation.  The good things that schools have to offer can only be presented to students who are in 
attendance.  With continued emphasis regarding Excellence in Education, all parties involved in 
attendance can better strive for quality in the classroom.  Attendance reflects a student’s 
dependability and is a significant factor on the student’s permanent record.  Future employers are 
as much concerned about punctuality and dependability as they are about academic record.  
School success, scholarship, and job opportunity are greatly affected by a good attendance 
record. 
 
90% Attendance Record Policy 
It is the intent of the Board of Trustees to have students attend school on a regular basis. Regular 
and consistent attendance results in increased learning. It is also the intent of the Board of 
Trustees to have the regular classroom teacher present whenever possible. A student's presence 
in the classroom with the regular teacher contributes to time on task, and time on task attributes 
directly to learning. All students must be in attendance in each classroom 90% of the time when 
that class is in session.  
 
Tardy Policy 
 
Students should avoid tardiness whenever possible. School attendance and punctuality is a vital 
part of one’s education and preparation for business, personal and social life. See Policy 3050P 
Attendance and Absence Procedures. 
 
Truancy Policy 

Attendance at school is more than a legal obligation; it is a privilege.  Every child of compulsory 
school age must be in attendance unless otherwise exempted as provided in Idaho Code §§ 33-
204, 205 or as determined by school authorities. 
 
The absence of a student from class or any portion of a class for any reason other than illness, 
emergency, or activities which have prior approval of the administration is to be considered an 
unexcused absence and therefore, an act of truancy.   
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Legal Reference: Art. IX, § 9, Idaho Constitution – Compulsory Attendance at School 
 I.C. § 33-202 School attendance compulsory 
 I.C. § 33-204 Exemption for Cause 
 I.C. § 33-205 Denial of School Attendance 
 I.C. § 33-207 Proceedings against parents or guardians 
 
Policy History: 
Adopted on: 7/15/09 
Revised on:  
 

 3050-2 (ISBA 7/05 UPDATE) 


